Title: Love Came Down at Christmas
Passage: John 3:16
Introduction
Christmas is the consequence of God’s love
Passage: John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.
EXPOSITION
I. “For”
•

What preceded John 3:16?

•

Context of Passage: False beliefs

John 3:3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:5
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God.
John 3:14-15
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.
•

Son of Man = King of earth (Daniel prophecy)

Numbers 21:5-9 (OT reference)
And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it
on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a
pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
•

Israelites looked to their serpent for salvation.

•

Where do sinners look for salvation now? See remainder of John 3:16

II. God So Loved The World
Psalms 2

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against
his Anointed [Messiah/Christ], saying,
“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”
He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and
terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make
the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and
dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take
refuge in him.
•

Same titles referenced to Jesus:
o

Anointed

o

King

o

Son of God

Christ
Matthew 16:16
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Matthew 26:63-64
But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ,
the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated
at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
John 11:27
[Mary] said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”
1 John 5:13
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.
•

Jesus = Christ = Messiah = Anointed One

The World
The world is small compared to God
Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and

of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Isaiah 40:15
Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket,
and are accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust.
We do not naturally love God
John 8:42
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of
my own accord, but he sent me.
The world is not lovable
1 John 2:15
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
So Loved
•

God loved because He would love

•

God so loved the world= God, in this way, loved the world

1 John 4:19
We love because he first loved us.
III. That He Gave His Only Son
His Only Son
John 1:1-3
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.
•

Who was Jesus? God’s Son who created all things

John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
•

Who was Jesus?

Exodus 34:6
The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
He Gave

Romans 5:9
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of
God.
Acts 20:28
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for
the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
1 Peter 1:18-19
knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.
1 John 1:7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin.
For whom was Jesus given?
Romans 5:6-8
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:10
For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
So Loved
John 3:35-36
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life;
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
John 16:27
for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.

IV. That Whoever Believes In Him Shall Not Perish But Have Eternal Life.

Perish
John 3:17-18
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

Ephesians 2:1-3
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
•

apart from Jesus, we will perish.

•

Before Christ, we were by nature children of wrath

Ezekiel 18:21-22
“But if a wicked person turns away from all his sins that he has committed and keeps all my statutes and does what
is just and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions that he has committed shall be
remembered against him; for the righteousness that he has done he shall live.
Jeremiah 48:31
Therefore I wail for Moab; I cry out for all Moab; For the men of Kir-hareseth I mourn.
•

God hates sin and hates sinner. But He also loves the sinner

Whoever Believes
•

present tense verb = believing in Jesus now

2 Corinthians 6:2
For he says,
“In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.
•

refusal to belief in Jesus justifies your condemnation

Shall Not Perish
Psalms 2:12
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take
refuge in him.
1 John 5:11-12
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
Hebrews 2:3
how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to
us by those who heard,
Revelation 14:10
he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented
with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

Romans 1:32
Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do
them but give approval to those who practice them.
But Have Eternal Life
•

Eternal life = God’s quality of life = limitless, abundant, richly loving and wonderful

John 17:3
And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.
John 17:22-24
The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you
in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as
you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory
that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
1 John 4:9-10
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might
live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.
Romans 8:32
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things?
Romans 8:38-39
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

